Policy for deferral of outpatient/nonurgent imaging studies at LGH and affiliated imaging sites in setting of COVID-19 (subject to change)
Rationale:  Nonurgent imaging examinations will be deferred as clinically appropriate in order to conserve resources including PPE and support social distancing for patients and hospital staff to accomplish goals of CDC to mitigate ongoing pandemic of COVID-19 (SARS-CoV2).  This policy references current recommendations of the American College of Radiology: https://www.acr.org/Clinical-Resources/COVID-19-Radiology-Resources (accessed 3/14/2020)


As of 3/16/2020, all three tiers listed in this document are being rescheduled.  In addition, all elective diagnostic imaging examinations and procedures not previously rescheduled, including examinations not specifically included on this list, are rescheduled unless clinically urgent.  As of 4/20/2020, rolling rescheduling continues as an end date at which time elective examinations can be performed, has not yet been determined.   


[bookmark: _GoBack]Tier 1:  Immediate deferral (beginning 3/14/2020) and extending through period specified by hospital policy, initially defined as a period of 2 weeks, however to be reevaluated on a weekly basis. Offering a rescheduling date may be helpful for reducing patient concerns of access to the study when it becomes available again. For this reason a 1 month interval is recommended.  However, patients should be informed at the time of rescheduling, that the length of time of the deferral is not yet known and further rescheduling may need to occur. 
	Modality
	Studies to defer
	Rescheduling instructions / notes
	Tier

	CT
	Coronary calcium scoring
	Reschedule in 1 month (let patients know could change)
	Tier 1 

	CT
	INITIAL LDCT lung cancer screening examinations
	Reschedule in 1 month (let patients know could change)
	Tier 1

	DXA
	All DXA
	Reschedule in 1 month (let patients know could change)
	Tier 1

	Mammography
	Screening mammography
	Reschedule in 1 month (let patients know could change)
	Tier 1




Tier 2: Second level of restrictions if need to further conserve resources or to accomplish social distancing of patients and or providers after tier 1 has been implemented. Reschedule these examinations (initiated 3/15/2020)
	Modality
	Studies to defer
	Rescheduling instructions / notes
	Tier

	US 
	Routine thyroid US (follow up examinations)
	Reschedule in 1 month (let patients know could change)
	Tier 2

	US
	Ultrasound for chronic palpable lumps (new masses or lymphadenopathy excluded)
	When appropriate.   If patient or provider feel is urgent then do not reschedule.
Reschedule in 1 month (let patients know could change)
	Tier 2

	US
	Parathyroid adenoma US
	Reschedule in 1 month (let patients know could change)
	Tier 2

	US
	US for hernia
	(Excluding any hernia causing acute clinical problems)
Reschedule in 1 month (let patients know could change)
	Tier 2

	US
	Neonatal hip dysplasia
	If indication is Breech Presentation, then reschedule in 1 month (let patients know could change) – If abnormal physical exam findings (click or clunk) then do not reschedule
	Tier 2

	CR
	Bone age
	Reschedule in 1 month (let patients know could change)
	Tier 2

	CR
	Scoliosis studies
	Reschedule in 1 month (let patients know could change)
	Tier 2

	Fluoroscopy
	Elective upper GI for planning of weight reduction surgery
	Reschedule in 1 month (let patients know could change)
	Tier 2

	Fluoroscopy
	Esophagram for globus sensation – feeling of food sticking in throat
	Reschedule in 1 month (let patients know could change)
If new/acute symptom, do not reschedule
	Tier 2

	Fluoroscopy
	Modified barium swallow
	In conjunction with Speech Therapy
	Not scheduled through radiology, encourage rescheduling by speech therapy service

	MRI 
	Prostate MRI 
	Reschedule in 1 month (let patients know could change)
	Tier 2

	Nuclear medicine
	Gastric emptying studies
	Reschedule in 1 month (let patients know could change)
	Tier 2

	Nuclear medicine
	Parathyroid scintigraphy
	Reschedule in 1 month (let patients know could change)
	Tier 2



Tier 3:  Third level of restrictions if need to further conserve resources or to accomplish social distancing of patients and or providers after tiers 1 and 2 have been implemented. Reschedule these examinations (initiated 3/16/2020)
	Modality
	Studies to defer
	Rescheduling instructions / notes
	Tier

	CT
	CT for planning of elective orthopedic procedures 
	Reschedule in 2-4 weeks (let patients know could change)
	Tier 3

	CT
	CT for planning of elective other surgical procedures (e.g. sinus CT)
	Reschedule in 2-4 weeks (let patients know could change)
	Tier 3

	CT
	FOLLOW UP LDCT lung cancer screening examinations
	Reschedule in 1 month (let patients know could change)
	Tier 3

	CT
	Annual oncology follow ups in patients on surveillance
	Reschedule in 1 month. (let patients know could change).
Any exams which are needed for ongoing  therapy decisions are not to be rescheduled.
	Tier 3

	US
	Non urgent abdominal or pelvic US (e.g. hepatic surveillance, uterine fibroids)
	Reschedule in 1 month (let patients know could change)
	Tier 3

	CR
	Nonurgent orthopedic radiographs for elective surgical planning

	Reschedule in 2-4 weeks (let patients know could change)
	Tier 3

	MRI
	Non urgent musculoskeletal MRI
	Reschedule in 1 month (let patients know could change)
	Tier 3

	MRI 
	Non urgent spine MRI (chronic back pain)
	Reschedule in 1 month (let patients know could change)
	Tier 3
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